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	Summary
	Family violence incidents involving students.

	Issue
	The school was concerned that students were coming to school hungry, upset, or with minor injuries. Many parents did not help with homework and did not engage with the school.

	Identification and prioritisation
	This issue was identified through school data, Police data, and referrals to CYF. The school received several reports of students being harmed at home and the number of food requests from students coming to school without food increased. Police data showed an increase in family violence in the school community. There were regular absences and truancy from certain families. 

	Short-term goal
	To ensure that incidents of family violence and child abuse are reported.

	Long-term goal
	To reduce the number of students being harmed at home!

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included: 

School ethos and environment
· In case angry parents came into the school, the Board of Trustees reviewed the school’s lockdown procedure. School staff practised the procedure to ensure that school was a safe place for the students.

· A parenting course was run by skilled and qualified staff with support from school staff and the SCO.
Community connections 
· The Fono West was engaged to run a parenting course. 

· The school collaborated with local business to fund the course so that it was free for parents.

· The local council, agencies and businesses collaborated to fund more food in school.

· Parents were consulted about the parenting course, to ensure they understood the reasoning behind it.

· The principal wrote to all parents regarding family violence issues and introduced the parenting course. 
· School staff were consulted to ensure that there was childcare available for parents who attended the course.
· Caterers were engaged to feed all course participants and their children. 
· The school regularly engaged with parents.
Curriculum teaching and learning 
· The Police Keeping Ourselves Safe programme was delivered to the whole school so that all students would know what to do in an unsafe situation.

	Impact
	Reports of family violence and child abuse notifications decreased. 
There was a reduction in truancy and absences from school. Students were achieving at school. The perception was of a safer school community and that school was a happier and safer environment for students to learn in.

	Next steps
	The intervention will be reviewed, improved, and repeated each year. 

	Obstacles
	There was some resistance from parents who were worried that they would get into trouble. This was reduced by assurances from the SCO, school staff and the facilitators.

	Improvements
	The intervention could be improved by using facilitators from different cultures.

	Conclusion
	Unfortunately this intervention did not take place in 2015, as the Fono could not commit staff to the programme. A lot of preparation work had been done, so it is hoped this intervention will be repeated in Term 2, 2016.
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