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Supporting school issues through a whole-school approach 
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	Summary
	Students’ social responsibility in the wider school community. 

	Issue
	A number of students across all year groups were struggling to be part of the community and to act responsibly.  

	Identification and prioritisation
	Data was gathered from a survey of parents, school staff and students. Information was also given by staff from the Timberlea Community House and the Upper Hutt City Council. 

	Short-term goal
	· To continue as soon as possible a Safe Walking programme being led by the teachers. 
· To assess behaviours of the senior students as role models for the junior students about what is acceptable and unacceptable in the school community. 

	Long-term goal
	· To have the whole school show that they consistently behave with social responsibility in the Maoribank School community and in the wider community.

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included: 

School ethos and environment (policies; skilled staff; safe environment)
· School policies were reviewed.
· Staff reviewed safety practices in the school.
Community connections  (consultation; collaboration; model parents)
· School informed parents about the actions of the intervention via newsletters and Facebook.
· Collaboration included the school staff, SCO, Upper Hutt City Council and staff from Timberlea Community House. 
· School provided the parents with homework components to involve them with the learning experiences.
Curriculum teaching and learning (taking action for: myself; my friends; my community)
· School introduced Safe Walking activities.
· Police provided resources, Doing the Right Thing, Keeping Ourselves Safe, and Choice.
· Upper Hutt City Council and Police provided safe scootering sessions.
· Police did random patrols through the community looking for safety issues on or near the roads while students were going to and from school.
· The seniors classes trialed inquiry learning based around decision-making for responsible behaviour. 
· The School’s Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) programme supported the Junior Neighbourhood Support ethos of being good citizens and community members. Alongside that are the school’s values, which are respect, learning, togetherness, and kindness.

	Impact
	Students are more aware of the behaviours that show they are socially responsible in their communities. 

	Next steps
	That the students are able to be safe and feel safe in the greater community.

	Obstacles
	Students were unsure of their own social responsibilities and safety measures, but through the learning experiences they were empowered to take responsibility for their own safety and became more socially responsible for themselves.

	Improvements
	To have more parental involvement with the activities associated with social responsibility.
To include students in data-gathering to create a baseline of the issues to be addressed, and then provide opportunities for students to identify and implement student-led solutions.

	Conclusion
	The fact that the topics spoken about throughout the programmes were normalised and the students felt safe discussing these issues.  The school feels that this should be reviewed and continued on for the next year as well. 
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