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	Summary
	Promoting safe walking in the community.

	Issue
	The school observed that students were at risk getting to and from school.

	Identification and prioritisation
	The issue was identified in 2014 by:

· a survey of students, parents and school staff 
· information from the staff of the Timberlea Community House
· a recent community survey in Timberlea by the Upper Hutt City Council
· the SCO and Police reports.    

	Short-term goal
	· To introduce a teacher-led safe walking programme as soon as possible. 

	Long-term goal
	· To align the walking programme with a whole-school approach to child protection through Keeping Ourselves Safe. 

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole school approach included:

School ethos and environment 

· The Principal led the connection and collaboration with Police, based on the school’s goals.

· The school reviewed its policies and procedures for child protection and road safety.
· Staff reviewed safety practices in the school.
Community connections  

· Multiple agencies were involved in gathering data and coming up with a plan to solve the problem.
· Parents were informed of the programme through the school newsletter and encouraged to take part in activities.

· To involve parents with their children's learning experiences, the school provided Keeping Ourselves Safe resources for parents/whānau to parents with the homework components. 

· Police provided parents with the Helping Hands Road Safe Activity Book (PDF, 6.6 MB) for students and parents to use at home.
· Police conducted random patrols through the community, looking at safety on or near the roads while students were going to and from school.
Curriculum teaching and learning

· With the help of the SCO the school developed and led safe walking activities based on lesson ideas from Police Road Safe resources.

	Impact
	As a result of this intervention, students have become more aware of safety around the road and are displaying safer walking practices. This was reported back by parents, staff and members of the community.

	Obstacles
	Initially students were unsure of what measures they could take for their own safety, but through the learning experiences became empowered to take responsibility for themselves.

	Improvements
	The intervention would be more effective if the school held more information sessions for parents. In future we would ask students to report back to the school community. We would also ask the council to carry out a safety review based of the school and the common walking areas for students.

	Conclusion
	The school is proud that the expected safety behaviours have become normalised, and that the students feel safe in discussing the issues.
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