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Supporting school issues through a whole-school approach 
Travelling safely
	Police district 
	School name
	School demographics
	Submitted by

	Waikato
	Unnamed
	Intermediate
Urban
Decile band 8–10
	Const J. Roe
School Community Officer


	Summary
	Promoting safe travelling to and from school.

	Issue
	During the winter months young cyclists are not sufficiently visible to motorists on Waikato roads. Daylight hours are reduced and there is often fog on the road. These young cyclists are travelling on busy urban roads 8–9 am and 3–5 pm when there are high volumes of traffic.

	Identification and prioritisation
	This road safety issue was identified by the SCO who observed a significant number of cyclists travelling to and from a local intermediate school. When approached about the issue, the principal recognised the risk to students and chose to work towards a solution that would benefit both the students and the local community.

	Short-term goal
	· Students cycling to and from school will increase their visibility to other road users during Terms 2–3. 

	Long-term goal
	· Students cycling to and from school will increase their visibility to other road users throughout the year.
· Students cycling to and from surrounding schools will also be encouraged to increase their visibility.

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included:

School ethos and environment 

· The school reviewed its policy for students’ use and storage of bicycles.
· Surveys were conducted before and after the intervention to count how many cyclists wore some form of high-visibility gear or used cycle lights.
Community connections  
· All students were issued with a high-visibility backpack cover provided by the local council. The council also provided 'Catch me being good' rewards in the form of bicycle lights, bag lights and high-visibility wristbands and cycle helmets.

· Police and council staff conducted random checks at the school to monitor that students were wearing the backpack covers, and issued rewards to those who did.

· The council also placed its speed message trailer near the school, showing messages to raise motorists’ awareness of student cyclists in the area.

· The school newsletter included regular road safety tips provided by the SCO.

· The local newspaper published an article on the initiative.
Curriculum teaching and learning

· Students who travelled to and from school by bicycle received a lesson on cycling safely in the winter months, delivered by the SCO.
· Students were invited to take part in a poster competition to promote safe cycling to their peers.

	Impact
	As a result of this intervention, nearly all students regularly wore their backpack covers when travelling to and from school. Many also purchased bicycle lights. This greatly increased their visibility to other road users and helped to keep them safe on the busy urban roads.

	Next step
	Continuing the intervention at the school would help ensure the safety of new students, and would other schools in the area to encourage their own students to increase their visibility to other road users.

	Obstacles
	Some students were reluctant to wear the backpack covers because they were considered ‘not cool’.

	Improvements
	In the future, students might be able to work with the local council to design more appealing backpack covers. 

	Conclusion
	The school was proud of the students who took on the responsibility of increasing their own safety as road users.
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