School narratives 

Travelling safely

Supporting school issues through a whole-school approach 
Travelling safely
	Police district 
	School name
	School demographics
	Submitted by

	Eastern 
	Meeanee School 
	Primary school                 Rural                           Decile band 1–3    
	Const K. Marshall
School Community Officer 

	
	

	Summary
	Increasing student safety outside the school gate.

	Issue
	The school has a longstanding issue with vehicle speed and the safety of students while walking or cycling to school (most live outside the surrounding rural village). These dangers have prevented many students from commuting to school on their own - they didn't feel confident to do so and some parents considered the risk factor too great. 

	Identification and prioritisation
	The Principal prioritised the problem as high. Following NAG 5 the school decided to make the local environment a safer place for commuting students. However, the local authority did not accept these safety considerations.  

	Short-term goal
	An informed professional will be engaged to examine the area surrounding the school that students need to negotiate to get to and from school and the surrounding village. 

	Long-term goal
	All road users, including pedestrians, cyclists and vehicular traffic, will be safe.      

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included:

School ethos and environment

· A senior roading engineer from the New Zealand Transport Agency was consulted and confirmed that road safety issues do exist close to the school. The engineer has proposed solutions to make the area safer.
Community connections  

· The parents of the students have expressed their concerns to the school. 
· The school has been working with Police, the New Zealand Transport Agency and the local council to resolve the issue.         
Curriculum teaching and learning

· A 2-week cycle safety programme was conducted within the school.   

	Impact
	The short-term goal has been achieved, the problems have been identified and some engineering and environmental solutions have been put forward.           

	Next steps
	The school will continue to engage with the NZTA engineer and reopen discussions with the local authority regarding the engineer’s recommendations, which included engineering changes at intersections, the relocation of speed signs, and cutting back vegetation to increase visibility.  

	Obstacles
	The main obstacle is lack of agreement with the local authority on the nature of the problem and the resulting inability to reach a solution.

	Improvements
	The intervention would be improved by making a combined presentation to the local authority from the various interested parties to clarify the problem and suggest solutions.

	Conclusion
	This intervention is still in negotiation. One good outcome was that the students did manage to ride safely using Rotary Pathways and the road. Another positive result is to have a credible professional analysis that agrees with the school’s concerns.
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