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	Summary
	Improving cyber safety in the school

	Issue
	Ongoing concerns about the inappropriate use of social media and cyberbullying, which was increasing in frequency and had a huge effect on the victims. Some students were taking questionable photos of themselves and forwarding them to other students.  

	Identification and prioritisation
	The issued was identified when a boy at the school asked a girl to take intimate photos of herself and send them to him. He then forwarded them to a lot of students at the school, causing the girl enormous distress.

	Short-term goal
	· To educate the students on the perils of such activity. 

	Long-term goal
	· To change the attitude of students over the use of social media.

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included:

School ethos and environment

· The issue was addressed at a school assembly. 
· The school policy on bullying was explained and reinforced.
· School staff spoke to the main offenders.

· Staff worked with the victims.
Community connections  

· Parents were advised through the school newsletter.

· The school contacted the SCO for advice on how to best deal with the issue.   
Curriculum teaching and learning

· The SCO supported the school with lessons from Kia Kaha (for years 7–8)   and explained the Harmful Digital Communications Bill. 

	Impact
	This intervention increased student awareness of the impact of all types of bullying. 

	Next steps
	To provide ongoing advice to parents and students through assemblies, newsletters and classroom lessons.

	Obstacles
	Some students were reluctant to take responsibility for their actions, brushing the issue off as a joke. This was overcome by education through case studies on the effect of bullying on some students.

	Improvements
	The intervention would be improved by the SCO visiting the school at the start of each term to reinforce the seriousness of any form of bullying.  

	Conclusion
	The school is proud of the way students have taken this message on board and how they appreciate the severe consequences of breaching the school policy on bullying.


2014 New Zealand Police 

1

