School narratives 

Responsible citizens

Supporting school issues through a whole-school approach 
Responsible citizens
	Police district 
	School name
	School demographics
	Submitted by

	Auckland 
	Unnamed 
	Contributing primary                Urban                           
Decile band 7–10    
	Const R. Kennerley                  
School Community Officer

	
	

	Summary
	Reducing burglaries, thefts and damage at the school.

	Issue
	Burglaries of the school, thefts, and damage to school property.   

	Identification and prioritisation
	The crime-reporting statistics on school burglaries clearly identified this school as being among the top 10 most burgled educational institutions in Auckland City. 

	Short-term goal
	· To improve the security of the school. 

	Long-term goal
	· To reduce the amount of burglary, theft and willful damage by 80% at the school with in 2 years.

	Prevention activities
	Activities that occurred within a whole-school approach included:

School ethos and environment

· The alarm system was reviewed and upgraded.

· A spotlight was installed at the back of the school.
· Staff were warned to make sure devices were not left out in view when they were not in class.

Community connections  

· A Fire Brigade safety officer came and talked to students.

· Police increased patrols in the area, which led to an arrest.

· Neighbours were made aware of the issue and asked to keep an eye out.  
Curriculum teaching and learning

· The school was given the booklet Doing the Right Thing and informed that it is also available on the Police School Portal.   

	Impact
	At first there was a reduction in crime at the school. However, in Term 3 there was a spate of burglaries and willful damage, after which alarms were fixed.   
An offender who was a major problem for the school was arrested and has not been back since.  

	Next steps
	The next step is the school security upgrade, which will incorporate more security measures, such as a providing secure storage for laptops and tablets and installing CCTV cameras.  

	Obstacles
	The main obstacle to better security is the high cost, which has meant that the school has been able to achieve only part its security plan as some building work is also scheduled in the near future.

	Improvements
	The intervention would be improved by better communication and a clearer understanding shared by all parties.  
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