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Safer Schools
Natural Surveillance checklist 
Detailed information for teachers who are using Safer Schools with their students. 

	Natural Surveillance Checklist: People are present and can see what is going on.

	Question
	Suggestion or recommendation

	Is there anywhere outside the classroom where a person could hide during the day?
	Having open sight lines around the school reduces blind spots and places to hide, which increases the sense of safety.
Examples of actions to take include ensuring:
· boundary fences and access ways are see-through (e.g. vertical wire that is difficult to climb or low bollards)
· wind-breaks having visibility through
· play areas are visible from all sides
· foliage doesn’t provide hiding places, by keeping shrubs low (less than 1 metre high)
· tree canopies are raised (to a minimum of 2 metres high).
[image: image1.jpg]




	Is there anywhere outside the classrooms where a person could hide at night time?
	Hiding places may be areas where people with potentially undesirable intent may gather at night time.
Examples of actions to take include:
· identifying these hiding areas and how people access these areas
· considering placing sensor activated lighting
· using very low lux lights (400W yellow) that give a dim light over whole area when dark
· ensuring all lights are clear of shrubbery.


	Do your windows provide clear visibility to surrounding areas of the school grounds?
	Windows increase natural surveillance.
Examples of actions to take include:
· ensuring that trees and shrubs do not hide visibility from windows
· ensuring that the office or fully-operated rooms have good window visibility over carparks and entrances to the schools
· keeping windows clear of posters, advertising or student work. 

	Do you have data which shows where negative behaviour occurs, by whom, and at what time?
	Using data in the student management system that records student behaviour (e.g. bullying behaviour, health issues) provides targeted supervision.
Examples of actions to take include:
· establishing the recording of student behaviour into the student management system
· ensuring staff use the system to record student behaviour
· using data to plan staff supervision at identified places before and after school and at lunchtime.

	From outside each classroom, can a person easily look in to see what is happening?
	Children knowing they can be or are being watched improves their behaviour.
Examples of actions to take include:
· reviewing building designs that emphasise internal glass walls.

	Is the use of school facilities by community groups outside of school time encouraged or discouraged?
 
	Where community groups regularly use school facilities, they act as natural adult surveillance. They also promote community ownership. A strong sense of ownership and pride in a school leads to resistance of actions that may damage or harm the school’s environment, the school’s reputation or the people who attend the school. 
Examples of actions to take include:
· promoting community groups to use school facilities after hours, e.g. exercise classes
· encouraging parents and whanau, when passing the school, to report dubious behaviour.


	Does your school have specific arrangements with neighbours to look out for the school facilities? 
	Where the wider community has a strong sense of ownership and pride in a school, this leads to resistance of actions that may damage or harm the school’s environment, the school’s reputation or the people who attend the school. 
Examples of actions to take include:
· enlisting support from neighbours to watch and report dubious behaviour – loitering, groups gathering
· promoting the involvement of community safety organisations, e.g. checks by Community Patrols (CPNZ), Neighbourhood Support, and security company patrols.
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