


the use of OC spray on March 1 2022. Please provide a summary of any meetings, 
conversations (whether face to face or via a telecommunications / AV platform) related 
to this decision. 

Where such information is available, it is withheld in reliance upon section 9(2)(ba)(ii) of the 
OIA. It is in the public interest for the Review to be completed without earlier predetermination of 
the matters it is considering. 

We consider the following information requested can be made available and is released as 
indicated following: 

1) the number of Sabre Red Mk 9 that has been purchased, broken down by whether it
is arrived or on order. If arrived, please indicate what district it is being stored in.

Police purchased and received 200 cannisters of Mk-9. These have been distributed across the 
country to all Police districts.  

2) the number of Sabre Red Mk 60 that has been purchased, broken down by whether it
is arrived or on order. If arrived, please indicate what district it is being stored in.

Police purchased and received 12 Mk-60 cylinders and 60 Mk-60 refill packs. These are stored 
in Wellington. 

4) Any documentation reviewing, evaluating or setting out a business case for either the
Sabre Mk 60 or Mk 9

Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray is an approved tactical option for Police. A formal business 
case was not developed to purchase Mk-9 or Mk-60. 

Police officers are trained and certified in the use of OC Spray as part of their annual 
certifications. Police officers also need to be first aid qualified to be able to deploy with tactical 
options. 

Prior to deploying any tactical option, Police staff use the threat assessment methodology 
TENR (Threat, Exposure, Necessity, Response). 

TENR is a decision-making process which is used to support a timely and accurate assessment 
for the safety of police and others. The Police response to any given situation must be 
considered, timely, proportionate, and appropriate. 

You may also be interested in information Police has previously released under the OIA and 
proactively released on our website: https://www.police.govt.nz/about-us/publication/parliament-
protest-feb-mar-2022-official-information-act-public-releases 

In particular, the September ‘Tactical options’ release includes copies of both the previous and 
current OC spray Police Instructions, and the Police OC spray training manual. 

The IPCA anticipates the Review will be completed and reported on by 31 March 2023. Police 
recognises the importance of transparency in these matters and looks forward to the release of 
the IPCA’s report, at which time more detailed information regarding the Police response to the 
Protest is likely to be publicly available.  

Please note that as part of its commitment to openness and transparency, Police proactively 
releases some information and documents that may be of interest to the public. An anonymised 
version of this response may be publicly released on the New Zealand Police website.  



You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review my decision if you are not satisfied with the 
response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

Nāku noa, nā 

David Greig 
Superintendent 
New Zealand Police 
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Table 1. AOS/PNT deployment reports with “LRAD” in description of circumstances, by 
Year. 

Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total 

Total 2 5 12 28 6 53 

1 
this scope includes Police planning and preparation of its response to the Protest, 

1 https://www.ipca.govt.nz/Site/publications-and- - -releases/2022- -
24-investigation-review-occupation-







   

   

  

      

   

    

      

      

       

      

       

    

      












































































