


 

 

seven days (excluding travel days). Please note this figure includes staff deployed from 
the Royal New Zealand Police College and Police National Headquarters. 
 
Staff were rostered in contingents, with some contingent dates overlapping others. 

In addition, 392 staff from Wellington District were intermittently deployed to the protest in 
frontline roles. 
 

3. Please provide information on other support units being provided to assist the 
Wellington police and parliament security, including special operations units and 
crowd control units and overseas police and/or special operatives assisting, 
including but not limited to UN staff. 
 

The operation to restore order and access to the area around Parliament was carried out 
by Police and involved NZ Police staff only, which included Policing Support Units and the 
Police Negotiation Team. 
 
Staff from other organisations were often in the vicinity; for example, units from 
Wellington Free Ambulance and Fire and Emergency New Zealand. However, these units 
were not deployed to “assist the Wellington police;” rather they were deployed to ensure 
the safety of all those present, including the protestors. 
 
I can confirm that no “overseas police and/or special operatives” assisted Police 
responding to the protest. 
 

4. Please provide information on crowd control devices being deployed to assist the 
police in their operations against the Wellington protestors. 

 
In terms of this question, we have interpreted the word ‘device’ to mean any equipment 
made or adapted for crowd control. We have not included uniform, protective equipment 
(e.g. shields) or standard police tactical options (e.g. pepper spray) whose use is not 
crowd control specific. 

Police equipment (other than that identified below) is not made or adapted for crowd 
control specifically. Police equipment is designed to protect our people from violent 
behaviour, and to incapacitate people behaving violently, and is used in general policing.  

Police crowd control devices used at Parliament included loud hailers for communication 
and an LRAD device (Long-Range Acoustic Device). 

We note the IPCA will be considering Police equipment and tactics and we look forward 
to any observations the IPCA may have regarding the use of equipment for crowd control. 
 
You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review my decision if you are not satisfied 
with the response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available 
at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
David Greig 
Superintendent - Capability 
New Zealand Police 














