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7. All defendants in Police and Corrections custody are to appear by Audio Visual
Link (AVL) where available, except for those appearing for Judge Alone Trials,
where an in-person appearance will be required unless otherwise directed.  A
defendant may also request an in-person appearance in preference to AVL.

8. Further advice is provided regarding the way bail hearings, warrants, list courts
and other court processes are to be carried out under Alert Level 3, to enable the
courts to continue normal business, to the extent possible, while maintaining
social distancing and other requirements.

Civil Jurisdiction 

9. The District Court will conduct all civil cases that are currently scheduled during
Alert Level 3. The civil cases that were administratively adjourned during Alert
Level 4 are to be reviewed by Civil Liaison Judges to prioritise and, if possible,
allocate earlier hearing dates for those priority cases.

10. Civil Liaison Judges are to conduct pre-trial call-overs of defended civil trials that
are scheduled to be heard during the Alert Level 3 period.

11. Guidance is provided regarding participation in hearings and at trials, filing
requirements, the power to limit acceptable methods of service, signatures,
reliance on unsworn affidavits and briefs of evidence.

Youth Court Protocol for the hearing of cases under Alert Level 3 

12. The Youth Court will continue to prioritise those cases affecting the liberty of
young people, including those in mental health facilities, and where decisions
need to be made affecting those who are already in custody. Those cases which
have been administratively adjourned during Alert Level 4 will be assessed and
prioritised.

13. The protocol provides guidance on:

• Young People who have been arrested and are in Police Custody
• Young People in Oranga Tamariki Custody
• Criminal Procedure (Mentally Impaired persons) Act proceedings
• Adjourned cases
• Cross Over Cases that engage the processes of the Family Court.

14. In the case of young people in Police custody, AVL will be the default position for
a first appearance where available.  Where AVL is not available, the young
person will be taken to the nearest courthouse that is open and operating.

15. Police has worked closely with the Principal Youth Court Judge, and Oranga
Tamariki, during the development of this protocol.

Family Court Protocol 

16. The Family Court will undertake all priority work and, where possible, extend it to
scheduled work, subject to registry staff capacity, the availability of technology
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