
RECOGNISE:   
3)  Freedom of Expression and Inciting Racial Disharmony – 1.41 min 
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People’s right to Freedom of Expression gets a lot of airtime in 
the media. So does the damage that can be done by hate 
speech. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Balancing people’s rights and recognising what is going on is 
challenging.  
 
Something can be ‘awful but lawful’ because freedom of 
expression is protected under New Zealand law. 
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The New Zealand Bill Of Rights Act 1990 gives everyone in New 
Zealand ‘the right to freedom of expression, including the 
freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and opinions 
of any kind in any form.’ 

 

 

 



 
But freedom of expression and the need for public debate in a 
democratic society must be weighed up against other rights, 
for example, someone’s right to freedom from discrimination. 
 

 
As well as a being a general hate crime, criminal hate speech 
could be classified as inciting racial disharmony under section 
131 of the Human Rights Act 1993 
 

 

 

 

 



The focus of section 131 is race or ethnicity but it is not about 
someone expressing hostility towards someone else. 
 

 

 
 

     
It is about the offender’s intention to make other people 
hostile toward the victim’s race or ethnicity. 
 

 
 

You must gain consent from the Attorney General to bring a 
prosecution under section 131 of the Humans Rights Act. It is 
the O/C’s responsibility to obtain this consent. They should 
contact Police Legal Services for details. 
 

 

 
For more information on hate speech check out the other Hate 
Speech micro-video on the Hate Crime Learning Hub 
 
What you do makes a difference. 
  

 



 


