
 
   RECOGNISE: 
 2) Criminal and Non- Criminal Hate Speech video – 2.06 min 

Script Image 
Statement of intent: The harm caused by hate-motivated 
offences and incidents is real. So are our training resources. To 
honour the lived experience of both victims and our frontline 
staff, the images and language shown in our resources and 
based on real-life events.  
 

 

Hate speech is a complicated area for all of Aotearoa, so if right 
now you’re feeling unsure that’s ok. Hate Speech can be a hate 
crime, it can also be ‘awful but lawful’, in which case it would be 
a hate incident. Hate speech can also be a separate offence, as 
it is classified in Section 131 of the Human Rights Act. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Non-criminal hate speech is a type of hate incident that happens 
online and offline. ‘Awful but lawful’ daily prejudice can cause 
immense harm so we must not dismiss these as unimportant. 

 

 



 
Hate speech can start as an online hate incident, and then move 
into the real world. Recording a hate speech incident can help 
track patterns and any escalation of hateful behaviour. Offences 
such offensive language, intimidation, harassment, or harmful 
digital communication, with a perceived prejudice is criminal 
hate speech. 
  

 

 

 

 
Section 9(1)(h) of the Sentencing Act ensures the prejudicial 
motivation of the offender is considered an aggravating factor 
at sentencing. It is a justified limit on someone’s right to 
Freedom of Expression. This means that the victim’s right to 
Freedom from Discrimination outweighs the offenders right to 
Freedom of Speech. The offending has been recognised as 
undermining social cohesion and wellbeing. To successfully 
apply section 9(1)(h) it is important we record the exact 
language used that evidences the hate motivation of the 
offence. 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
What you do makes a difference. 
For more information on hate speech check out the other Hate 
Speech micro-video found on the Hate Crime Learning Hub 
  

 
 



 


