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March 15th bought hate moƟvated crimes against our 
Muslim community into sharp, horrific focus. 
This terrorist aƩack changed the landscape of hate crime in 
Aotearoa New Zealand forever. 

News reel 

We know from experience, there are internaƟonal trends 
that we have to get ahead of. We must recognise, record, 
respond to, and resolve hate crime in our country.  
March 15th was a horrific example of hate moƟvated 
violence, but this is not where hate crime began, or where 
it ends.  
 

Officer to camera 

Hate crime is an everyday occurrence that can include a 
range of offences. 

 
Hate crime is defined as any offence with a perceived 
moƟvaƟon of prejudice towards someone because of an 
enduring characterisƟc such as their race, religion, sexual 
orientaƟon, gender idenƟty, disability, or age. 

 

 
At one end of the spectrum, a serious assault under the 
Crimes Act 1961, at the other, offensive behaviour under 
the Summary Offences Act 1981. Both can be moƟvated by 
hate.  
 

 



 

 

 

 
If an individual was prosecuted and convicted, and 
prejudicial moƟvaƟons accepted by the judge, SecƟon 
9(1)(h) of the Sentencing Act will apply. 
 

 

 



 
This will ensure the prejudicial moƟvaƟon of the individual 
is considered an aggravaƟng factor and is reflected in the 
sentence. 
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More oŌen than not, hate can present as a series of micro-
aggressions. These are Hate Incidents.  
 

 

 
While these incidents do not meet the threshold for an 
offence, it is vital we do not dismiss these as unimportant. 
Experiencing someƟmes daily prejudice, persecuƟon, and 
micro-aggressions can build up over Ɵme causing immense 
harm to the person, their whānau, and their communiƟes. 

 

 
Depending on the content and the plaƞorm, Hate Speech 
could be a hate crime. It could also be awful but lawful, in 
which case it would be a hate incident. It could also be a 
separate offence as Hate Speech is classified in SecƟon 131 
of the Human Rights Act.  
 

 



 

 

 

 
Hate Crimes and Hate Incidents are more likely to be 
directed against the person, and have the potenƟal to recur, 
escalate, and possibly lead to violence and retaliaƟon.  
 

 

 
Hate crimes and hate incidents are intended to send a 
message. They target an individual, to cause harm to a 
community. 
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Your response can reduce or inflame that harm.  
 

 
In responding, we need to talk about what we can do, not 
what we can’t. Whether it’s a hate crime or hate incident, 
we can verbally acknowledge the harm caused to the 
vicƟm, we can let them know that we take this seriously 
and their complaint will be recorded, we can let them know 
addiƟonal process for their complaint, and we can offer a 
referral to a support agency, such as vicƟm support. 
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You will find everything you need to recognise, record, 
respond to, and resolve hate crime, on the Hate Crime 
Learning Hub, or TenOne.  

 

 
What you do makes a difference.  
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