


8. We have not taken into account the likelihood that some people will either 
surrender their semi-automatic firearms and not participate in the buy-back, or 
will evade the law change and retain their semi-automatic firearms. In Australia’s 
buy-back scheme in 1996/97 it was estimated that 73 per cent of owners of 
prohibited firearms surrendered their prohibited firearms. 

A similar Australia buy-back cost about A$320 million 

9. The buy-back scheme in Australia operated over 12 months for newly prohibited 
firearms (self-loading rifles, self-loading and pump-action shotguns) and later 
non-conventional weapons such as submachine guns and heavy machine 
guns.  Arrangements were also made to compensate firearms dealers for loss of 
business related to prohibited firearms.  An expert committee developed a price 
list for types of firearms to be used by all the states.  During the buy-back 643,726 
prohibited firearms were handed in at a total cost to Government of about A$320 
million.  

Further detailed work will test these estimates 

10. We are exploring what information may be available to give a stronger basis for 
the estimates of the numbers of semi-automatics to be covered by the ban. 
Retailers are required under law to produce sales information on request from 
Police. Following a public announcement, Police intends to gather five years of 
sales information from key retailers. Analysis of this information will provide a 
more accurate picture of the numbers of semi-automatic firearms in the 
community. 

11. This process will improve the assumptions on which a more informed estimate 
of the market value of the firearms captured by the buy-back scheme can be 
established. However, given the absence of ownership data on semi-automatic 
firearms, our best estimates will still have some considerable margin of error. 

Further work 

12. The administration of any potential buy-back scheme would need to be explored 
further, including the role of Police, the proposed role for the New Zealand 
Defen e Force and the likely role of other agencies in accepting surrendered 
firearms and making compensation payments. 

13. A buy-back scheme will have some considerable costs to Police and other 
agencies involved. 
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