
Snapshot of Baseline Survey Results in Public and Firearms Licence Holders 
Confidence in Firearms Licencing – April 2022

• In March 2022, the firearms baseline survey was deployed to approximately 
1,000 members of the New Zealand public and 1,700 recently renewed or 
approved firearms licence holders (FAL).

• The baseline survey sets a performance measure of public trust and confidence 
in the firearms licensing controls and was a result of recommendation 22b of 
the Royal Commission of inquiry into the terrorist attack on Christchurch 
masijdain.

• The survey will be repeated twice (September 2023 and September 2024)
following the delivery of the Arms Transformation Programme and the 
establishment and embedding in of the Branded Business Unit. 

RCOI Recommendation 22b
Direct New Zealand Police (or other relevant entity) to introduce performance 
indicators that focus on the effective implementation of the firearms licensing 
system. Key indicators should include:
b) public confidence in the firearms licensing system is increased (as measured by 
New Zealand Police citizens’ satisfaction survey reports or similar mechanism).
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Gender Profile

Male

Female

Another gender
(please specify)

Which ethnic group or groups 
do you identify with? 

Public 
Cohort

FAL Holder 
Cohort

New Zealand European 72.62% 81.55%

Māori 12.54% 10.06%

Samoan 2.11% 0.62%

Cook Islands Māori 0.70% 0.57%

Tongan 0.90% 0.35%

Niuean 0.70% 0.26%

Chinese 4.81% 1.41%

Indian 4.61% 0.75%

Other (please specify) 10.73% 4.44%
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The approach that New
Zealand Police use to

managing firearms licensing in
the community.

New Zealand Police is
effective in controlling the
safe use and possession of

licensed firearms in the
community.

New Zealand Police is
effective in controlling the
possession of unlicensed

firearms in the community.
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